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Principal’s Report 

BEFORE AND AFTER 
SCHOOL SUPERVISION 
AND SAFETY (Continued) 
Times prior to 8.45am and after 
3.45pm are used by the staff to 
plan the daily work and for staff 
meetings. 
 

Students on school grounds outside 
these times will not be supervised 
(unless they are attending a before 
or after school care program or 
supervised extra-curricular activity). 
 

Parents/carers are requested to 
ensure that students do not attend 
school outside of these supervised 
times unless they are attending 
before or after school care, or a pre
-arranged supervised activity. 
 

Families are encouraged to 
contact Their Care on: 0473 300 
993 for more information about 
the Before and After School Care 
facilities available to our school 
community. 
 

If you would like any further 
information about our student 
supervision arrangements please 
contact the General Office on: 
9438 1413. 
 

ORTON GILLINGHAM 
TRAINING - MONDAY 4 - 
FRIDAY 8 MARCH, 2024 
As previously advised via 
Compass, part of our commitment 
to providing high quality education, 
our staff is participating in Orton 
Gillingham training.  This 
evidence-based approach to 
teaching literacy skills is designed 
to cater for all learning needs and 
styles.  We are confident that this 
training will further enhance our 
ability to support every student on 
their learning journey. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Remembering One Of 
Our Own 

Jesse Baird 
It is with the heaviest of hearts 
that we acknowledge the passing 
of Jesse Baird and his partner 
Luke Davies. 
 

Jesse was a much loved student at 
our school from 2003-2009 - 
DCE Medallion Recipient, valued 
member of our rock band Smash 
Hits and member of the HPV 
team.  Jesse - you really were a 
shining light at our school and 
you touched the hearts of 
everyone who had the pleasure of 
meeting you. 
 

To Helen, Gary, Rikky, Brendan 
and Kourtnee - there are no 
words for your loss. 
 

Please know that our thoughts 
are with you, your family and 
friends during this extremely 
difficult time. 
 

Steve Campbell - Principal 
and all the staff at 

Diamond Creek East Primary School 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER 
SCHOOL SUPERVISION AND 
SAFETY 
Following on from our last Newsletter - 
No: 2, I would like to remind parents/
carers that student safety at Diamond 
Creek East Primary School is our 
highest priority and the safe and 
appropriate supervision of students is 
an important element of our duty of 
care to students.  Part of this duty is 
ensuring parents and students are 
aware of our student supervision 
arrangements before and after school. 
 

Before School: School grounds are 
supervised from 8.45am to 9.00am 
every morning.  Please note that the 
oval is not supervised during this time. 
 

After School: School grounds are 
supervised from 3.30pm to 3.45pm 
each afternoon.  Please note that the 
oval is not supervised during this time. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

FEBRUARY 
Wed 28 - No Foundation 

Students 

 

MARCH 
Fri 1 - DCE A vs Yarrambat A 

(Home Game) 

Fri 1 - Yarrambat B vs DCE 

Hotshots (Away Game) 

Mon 4 - NO ASSEMBLY TODAY 

Mon 4 - Enrichment Camp - 

Arrabri Lodge - East 

Warburton 

Mon 4 - Orton Gillingham Training 

Tues 5 - Enrichment Camp - 

Arrabri Lodge - East 

Warburton 

Tues 5 - Orton Gillingham Training 

Wed 6 - Enrichment Camp - 

Arrabri Lodge - East 

Warburton 

Wed 6 - Orton Gillingham Training 

Thurs 7 - Orton Gillingham Training 

Fri 8 - Orton Gillingham Training 

Fri 8 - DCE A vs Glen Katherine A 

(Home Game) 

Fri 8 - DCE Hotshots vs Plenty 

Valley (Home Game) 

Mon 11 - Labour Day - 

Public Holiday 

Wed 13 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 and 

5 Only 

Thurs 14 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 

and 5 Only 

Fri 15 - Laurimar A vs DCE A 

(Away Game) 

Fri 15 - Diamond Cree vs DCE 

Hotshots (Away Game) 

Diamond Creek East 
Primary School 

Main Hurstbridge Road, 
Diamond Creek, Vic 3089 

 

Phone: 9438 1413 
Fax: 9438 5199 

 

Email: 
diamond.creek.east.ps 
@education.vic.gov.au 
www.dceps.vic.edu.au 

ASSEMBLY SINGERS 
 

Monday 4 March, 2024 

Verse 1: NO ASSEMBLY 
Verse 2: NO ASSEMBLY 
 

Monday 18 March, 2024 

Verse 1: Mila R - DE 
 Ava C - DE 
Verse 2: Grace L - CB 
 Willow McC - CC 
 

Auslan Signers 
 

Monday 4 March, 2024 
NO ASSEMBLY 
 
Monday 18 March, 2024 
Sadie K - ED 
Charlee-Faith VB - ED 
Maeve H - ED 
Meleah S - ED 
Gemma M - ED 

ORTON GILLINGHAM 
TRAINING - MONDAY 4 - 
FRIDAY 8 MARCH, 2024 
(Continued) 
As part of the first round of 
training, 17 staff will be attending a 
week-long workshop beginning 
Monday 4 March (Week 6 - next 
week). 
 

We will begin by having our 
Leadership Team, Foundation-
Grade 2 teachers as well as our 
Additional Assistance teachers 
and a small number of staff from 
the upper school complete the 
training. 
 

The training is being hosted on 
site at Diamond Creek East 
Primary School and during this 
week classes will be supported in 
their learning by replacement 
teachers.  In the second half of the 
year we will aim to have the 
remaining members of staff trained 
in the Orton Gillingham approach. 
 

Steve Campbell 
Principal 



Look what’s happening at 
Diamond Creek East Primary School 

PFCA - Movie Night 
Saturday 24 February, 2024 

 What a gorgeous evening for a night out at the Movies. 
Everyone started arriving at 6.30pm excited to be watching a movie on the school oval. 

Families with dinner, blankets, beanbags, pillows and chairs. 
Thank you to everyone for supporting our first fundraiser for the year. 

Thank you to our many sponsors - please see list on page 17 of this Newsletter. 
 

To the members of the PFCA - this fundraiser would never have got off the 
ground without you.  The sense of belonging and community was felt by all who attended. 



 DCE ARTISTS AT WORK 
FOUNDATION 

To kick off the 2024 school year and as part of our latest art project, the budding 
Foundation artists from DFC and DFD have had the opportunity to draw their unique 

self portraits on the wall outside their classrooms. 
 

Students have been very excited to show their parents their special drawings that they are 

most proud of. 
 

These self-portraits are more than just artistic endeavours; they are windows into the 
imaginative minds and diverse personalities within our school community. 
 

Please come and have a look at this beautiful wall of artistic creativity and self-expression. 

We promise you it will bring a smile to your face and most certainly brighten your day. 

 

Bijal Latham 

Junior School Art Teacher 



 DCE ARTISTS AT WORK 
DISCOVERY AREA 

Our budding artists in Grade 1/2 have been hard at work on a delightful visual art 
project.  Students completed a mixed media piece inspired by llamas where they 
learned how to draw a llama by following a teacher directed drawing demonstration. 
 
The young artists learned about line patterns, adding a dynamic touch to their llama 
creations. The use of watercolour paints, crayons, colouring pencils, and textas 
brought vibrant hues to their imaginative creations. 
 
Here is a small snapshot of only some of the fabulous student work up on display in 
our very own art room! What a fabulous start to the year Discovery students. 
Well done everyone. 
 

Bijal Latham 

Junior School Art Teacher 



Junior School Council - Report 
Young Leader’s Day - Friday 16 February, 2024 

 
The Junior School Council had an enriching experience at Young Leader's Day on 
Friday 16 February, 2024 hosted at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition 
Centre. 
 
The event featured insightful speeches on leadership from four different guests. 
Anastasia Woolmer, a memory athlete, shared her expertise, teaching us that it is 
possible to grow your brain and learn skills even if you weren’t born with a natural 
talent. 
 
Bryson Klein, a contestant from Ninja Warriors, inspired the audience with exciting 
stories from his time on the show and how he developed persistence from a young 
age. 
 
Meteorologist Jane Bunn provided a unique perspective, making connections 
between weather forecasting and the principles of leadership. Melissa Barbieri, a 
former soccer goalkeeper and captain of the Australian women's national team, 
shared her experiences, emphasising the importance of teamwork and resilience in 
leadership. She was a real inspiration for all young female athletes as she described 
how she had to fight to be taken seriously as a young female soccer player. 
 
These speakers collectively delivered a diverse range of perspectives, leaving the 
Junior School Council with valuable insights and inspiration to apply in their own 
leadership journeys.  The event proved to be an invaluable opportunity for personal 
growth and empowerment. 
 
Special thank you to Hayley Farr and Miss Bell who helped ensure the day was a big 
success. 
 
 
 
 

Members of the 
Junior School Council 



MUSIC AT DIAMOND CREEK EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL 
AND 

SMASH HITS - 2024 
Hi everyone, 
 

I’m Mr. Blaby and I’m thrilled to be the Music teacher at DCEPS.  It’s been a great start to 
the year so far, getting to know all our Foundation Students. 
 

There are so many talented musicians here at Diamond Creek East Primary School and I can’t 
wait to see their talents grow over the coming year. 
 

We have held auditions for Smash Hits, so many students auditioned and I’m so proud to say 
that every single student that auditioned did an amazing performance, making it a very hard 
task for me to pick the successful students to enter into the band. 
 

I just want to say - congratulations to every student that put their hand up and auditioned in 
front of everybody.  Performing in front of your peers is a very vulnerable thing to do, so give 
yourself a pat on the back those that auditioned. 
 

The successful students that where chosen for Smash Hits are: 
Edie F, Shyla C, Bailey G, Jake G, Hayden C, James W, Sadie K, Chloe D, Jorgious S, 

Leon H, Oscar OY and Oliver H 
 
The goal overall for this year in music is to have fun, learn to play music as a band and bring 
joy to their lives through music.  I look forward to seeing all the students progress in their 
joy and love for music. 
 
Hayden Blaby, 
Music Teacher 

Auslan at DCE 
 
What’s been happening in Auslan this term? 
In Foundation, we’ve learned that Auslan is short for “Australian Sign Language” and that it is the language of 
Australian Deaf people. We have watched lots of signed stories and even started to learn signs like “name”, 
“please/thank you”, “yes/no”, and even some animal signs.  We play games that help us to practice making eye 
contact, use facial expression and use pointing as an important part of visual communication.  Currently, we are 
using “Where is the Green Sheep” to learn some other signs such as “where”. 
 

In Discovery, we have learned how to introduce ourselves to others including fingerspelling our names.  We are 
currently investigating signs for emotions that we can put into the sentence “I feel…”.  We play games that 
help us to practice asking others how they feel, including using our facial expressions to match the meaning of 
the signs. “The Color Monster”, a picture story book by Alana Llenas, has been our mentor text for this unit. 
You can watch the YouTube version of it that we’ve been viewing in class either at this link (https://
shorturl.at/grvQ5) or look it up on Youtube by adding “read aloud Joshua Brooks” to the title in the search. 
 

In Challenge and Enrichment, we have been going deeper into greetings and introductions by investigating some 
of the cultural protocols common to these conversations. These include saying ‘hello’ or ‘good morning’, checking 
and showing understanding, and polite expressions such as “pleased/nice to meet you”.  We have been viewing 
some videos about life as a Deaf person in a “hearing” world and discussing what those experiences might be 
like. The focus will soon shift to building our knowledge of common verbs and nouns that we will use to create 
sentences. By the end of the year, hopefully we will be starting to develop the ability to have some simple 
conversations in Auslan only (i.e. no speaking).  
 

If you would like to get a head start on the vocabulary that we will be learning in Challenge and Enrichment, 
you may be interested to visit the YouTube channel I have recently set up for the sole purpose of helping kids 
to learn outside the classroom.  These videos are being linked to Kahoot quizzes that I make for revision and 
engagement.  All videos are set to “Made for Kids” mode so that all comments are disabled in order to ensure a 
safe platform that our students can access. The channel is @MrHansford10. 
 

I value feedback and welcome parents who would like to chat over the phone or in person to contact our lovely 
staff in the DCE General Office. 
Happy signing. 

Chris Hansford 
Auslan Teacher  

https://shorturl.at/grvQ5
https://shorturl.at/grvQ5


SPORTS REPORT 
 

Success in the District Swimming Sports 
We are thrilled to announce the outstanding performance of our school's swimming team at the District 
Swimming Sports held on Wednesday 21 February, 2024.  Against stiff competition, our students 
showcased remarkable talent and determination, resulting in an impressive 3rd place overall in the district. 
 
This achievement is a testament to the hard work and dedication of our swimmers, as well as the support and 
encouragement from our school community. We are incredibly proud of each and every student who 
participated, representing our school with great sportsmanship and skill. 
 

As we celebrate this achievement, we also look ahead to the next stage of the competition, which will be 
held at the Northcote Pool - today.  We have a few swimmers who have qualified to compete at this level, 
and we wish them the best of luck as they continue to represent our school. 
 

Congratulations to all our swimmers on this fantastic achievement and thank you to our parents for their 

continued support. 
 

David Mitchell 
Physical Education Teacher 









 





Student News 
We love having the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of students at 

Diamond Creek East Primary School. 

Congratulations to Sadie K - ED, Verity K - DC and Wendell K - DFC who competed in the Kids Spartan at Mystic 
Mountain in Bright on Saturday 24 February, 2024 which involved running 2+km and undertaking 12 obstacles. 
 
This was Sadie’s  4th time competing and Verity and Wendell’s 2nd time. 

What a Fantastic Effort 
It really looks like a lot of fun 



Reading aloud helps readers to

Convert a sequence of  letter strings into a relationship of  words

Remember what they read, retain ideas in short term memory

Display their knowledge

Taken from John Munro

How does reading aloud
help readers?

The cat in 

the hat ......

 

 
Children 

are like kites, 
you spend a life time trying to get 

them off the ground.  You run with them until 
you are both breathless—they crash, you add a longer tail— 

they hit the roof top—you pick them out of the spout—you patch and 
comfort, adjust and teach.  You watch them lifted by the wind and assure them that 
someday they’ll fly.....!  Finally they are air born but -they need more string.  You keep 

letting it 
out and with each twist of the ball of twine—there is a sadness that goes with 

the joy because, the kite becomes more distant and somehow you 
know that it won’t be long before that beautiful creature 

will snap the life line that bound you together 
and soar as it was meant to 

soar free and 
alone.... 



Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Payment Arrangements for 2024 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO PARENTS 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) 

Every Victorian child should have access to the work of 
learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) will 
ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to 
join their classmates for important, educational fund 
activities. 
 
School camps provide children with inspiring 
experiences in the great outdoors, excursions 
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world 
works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and 
leadership.  All are part of a healthy curriculum. 
 
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the cost of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities.  This initiative is part of making Victoria 
the Education State and is the State Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes. 
 
Applications for the CSEF program will open from the 
commencement of term one, 2024, helping to ensure that 
all eligible students are able to participate in school trips 
and sporting activities. 
 

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card are 
eligible to apply.  A special consideration category also 
exists. 
 

CSEF Application forms will be sent home with 
the eldest child in the family today - Wednesday 
31 January, 2024 or you can collect your form 

from the General Office if you did not complete 
a form on or during the 2023 

school year. 
 
A payment of $150.00 for eligible primary school students 
and $250.00 for eligible secondary school students will be 
paid directly to the school to be used towards camps, sports 
and excursion costs for the benefit of the student. 
 

Important Dates: 
Monday 29 January, 2024 – CSEF eligibility date.  The 
CSEF web system will perform an automatic check on this 
date whether a parent’s concession card is valid. 
 
Thursday 29 February 2024 - CSEF payments to schools 
will commence from this date onwards.  Regular payment 
runs will occur throughout terms one and two. 
 

Please note:  If you have already filled 
out a “CSEF Application Form” during 

2023 your information will automatically 
be processed for CSEF Funding 2024. 
If your situation has changed please 

contact the General Office on 9438 1413 
 

For more information about the CSEF program, 
visit: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 

(CSEF): Policy | education.vic.gov.au  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy


Children’s Corner 
 

I’m excited for camp because I want to try new activities - Ruby 
I’m excited for Camp and Funfields - Skyla 

I am most excited for seeing how my auto turns out - Zac 
I am looking forward to the whole interschool sports program in winter and summer and I'm 

excited for Funfields - Jake B 
I am looking forward to watching my cousin Thomas grow as a person - Wil 

I am excited for graduation because it means I will get to do my auto as well.  I also can’t 
wait for camp - Shyla C 

 
I am really excited to do my autos, because I will enjoy writing about my life - Yumna 

I’m excited for camp because I like spending time with my friends - Gus 
I am really excited to do autos this years - Jake G 

Hi I'm really excited to go to camp. I can't wait to do the flying fox - Morgan 
I’m excited for camp this year - Oscar H 

I’m really excited for autos and CAMP - Oliver 
I am soooo excited to do my autos and graduation is going to be the best - Maggie 

I am excited for camp because it is going to be fun - Jemma 
I am excited for the Funfields celebration day because I love to swim - Layla 

I am looking forward to all the exciting adventures of this year - Phoenix 
I am really excited for camp this year because it will be really fun - Kayden 

 
I am excited for the concert, because I will get to do the concert with my friend Andie and 

I haven’t been able to do many things with her yet - Sivan 
I am very excited for camp because it's a new camp and I’m excited - Maddison 

This year I am excited for graduation because I get to go to a new school next year - Aiden 
I am looking forward to going to fun fields because I’ve never been - Jake S 

 
I'm very excited for the shark tank project, because it seems really fun - Lexi 

I can’t wait for all the events because I’m house captain for Marshall and 
I will be joining in and helping all the kids and it will be spectacular 

and I can’t wait for autos and graduation - Shyla T 
I can't wait for camp because it will be fun - Oscar V 



 

Children’s Corner 

We do harder work - Tilly 
We get to go on camp - Brad 

We have a netball day - Sienna 
We do High jump at Athletics Day - Nash 

We get to learn more - Hazel 
I get to challenge myself more - Billie 

We can get our pen licence - Lexi 
We go to the swimming carnival - Grace 

We go to Jets Gym - Josh 
We have an athletics day - Ada 

We get to go on the Giant Swing at camp - Tommy 
We do Bike Ed - Jack 

We can play on the Skyclimber - Jasper 
This year we go on a beach camp - Judy 
We are allowed to use iPads - Hannah 

We get to play on the bottom playground - Mak 
We get to do the 100 and 200 metre race at Athletics Day - Christian 

In sport we do the Beep Test - Marcus 
In sport we do the 12 minute run - Roman 

We have to do 3 laps in the Cross Country - Lachie 
We have Grade 1-2 buddies - Mila 
We have the best teacher - Angus 

We have a different Art teacher - Beau 
We get to have Bike Ed - Zara 

We have fun at Jets Gymnastics - Tam Nhu 
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