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Principal’s Report 

ABSENCES 
From 1 March, 2014 there were 
important changes to “Student 
Absences”.  As Principal, I have 
certain legal responsibilities which 
I must adhere to under the 
Education and Training 
Reform Act 2006. 
 

Parents are required to provide 
reasons for absences.  Any long 
term absences e.g. Parents 
wishing to take students on 
holidays will need to be approved 
by myself and a “Learning Plan” 
will need to be attached by the 
classroom teacher. 
 

Please take the time to read the 
information which can be found 
on page 3 of this Newsletter and 
do not hesitate to contact either 
myself or the General Office if 
you have any further questions. 
 

DCE CAR PARK 
I understand and appreciate that 
the DCE Car Park can get 
extremely busy at drop off and 
pick up times.  However, the 
children's safety is absolutely 
paramount and it is extremely 
important to note the following: 
 

Parents who are in a hurry 

should not use the car park.  If you 
choose to use the parents’ car 
park:- 
1. Drive slowly- less than 5km 
2. Park economically 
3. Be wary of all children, not just 
your own 
4. Do not stop in the middle of the 
car park thus restricting access to 
other vehicles 
5. Reverse park in parking bays 
 

DO NOT PARK in the zone 
designated for deliveries or bus 
parking bay.  Do not call your 
children over to the car – collect 
them from the path or grounds. 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

CATCH MATHS 
We are now in our fifth year of the 
implementation of our evidence-based 
CATCH Maths Program.  This 
Program is in line with the Victorian 
Curriculum, as well as incorporating 
the Department of Education’s High 
Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS), 
this program incorporates the five key 
proficiencies that are essential for all 
maths learners: 
 

 Positive Dispositions 

 Understanding 

 Fluency 

 Reasoning 

 Problem Solving 

We love maths at DCEPS and 
additional information regarding 
“CATCH” maths can be found 
overleaf. 

 
KABOOM KIDSPORTS AND 
TWILIGHT EVENING 
We are really looking forward to our 
Foundation/Discovery KABOOM 
Kidsports and Twilight Evening which 
will be held on Wednesday 27 March, 
2024. 

 

We are extremely thankful to our 
wonderful PFCA who will be hosting 
the food stalls from 5.30pm.  A range 
of food will be available for purchase 
at the school: 
 

Please remember that this is a CASH 
only event (small denominations 
would be appreciated) and don’t forget 
to bring along your chairs, picnic 
blankets and your change. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you on 
Wednesday 27 March, 2024. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

MARCH 
Wed 13 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 and 

5 Only 

Thurs 14 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 

and 5 Only 

Fri 15 - Laurimar A vs DCE A 

(Away Game) 

Fri 15 - Diamond Creek vs DCE 

Hotshots (Away Game) 

Mon 18 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 

and 5 Only 

Mon 18 - School Council Meeting 

Annual General Meeting 

Tues 19 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 

and 5 Only 

Wed 20 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 

and 5 Only 

Wed 20 - Canteen Lunch Day 

Thurs 21 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 

and 5 Only 

Fri 22 - Diamond Creek vs DCE A 

(Away Game) 

Fri 22 - DCE Hotshots vs 

Greenhills A 

(Home Game) 

Mon 25 - NAPLAN - Grades 3 

and 5 Only 

Wed 27 - KABOOM Sports 

Foundation and 

Discovery Areas 

Thurs 28 - End of Term 1 - 2024 

Early Dismissal Time of 

2.30pm today 

Fri 29 - Good Friday - Public 

Holiday 

 

APRIL 
Mon 15 - Term 2 Commences 

Diamond Creek East 
Primary School 

Main Hurstbridge Road, 
Diamond Creek, Vic 3089 

 

Phone: 9438 1413 
Fax: 9438 5199 

 

Email: 
diamond.creek.east.ps 
@education.vic.gov.au 
www.dceps.vic.edu.au 

ASSEMBLY SINGERS 
 

Monday 18 March, 2024 

Verse 1: Mila R - DE 
 Ava C - DE 
Verse 2: Grace L - CB 
 Willow McC - CC 
 

Monday 25 March, 2024 

Verse 1: Letty P - DA 
 Scarlett M - DA 
Verse 2: Chase M - CC 
 Qayyum D - CE 
 

Auslan Signers 
 

Monday 18 March, 2024 
Sadie K - ED 
Charlee-Faith VB - ED 
Maeve H - ED 
Meleah S - ED 
Gemma M - ED 
 

Monday 25 March, 2024 
Amelia C - CC 
Ellie F - CC 
Chase M - CC 
Reece G - CC 

DCE CAR PARK 
(Continued) Disabled 

Parking - These car spaces have 
been marked to assist eligible 
people park nearer their 
destination.  If you choose to use 
these car spaces you must ensure 
that your “Disability Parking Permit” 
is displayed at all times. 
 

When using the car parking areas 
outside the school grounds, do not 
park in the NO STANDING areas 
as vision to the crossing and car 
park entry is obscured. 
 

REMEMBER: That you must stop 
at the exit to Diamond Creek East 
Primary School when you are 
facing the red arrow at the exit.  
Cars should not enter the 
Pedestrian crossing area. (Vic 
Roads ruling). 
 

Please note that cars making a 
U-turn at Perversi Avenue and 
Hurstbridge Road (opposite the 
school) must give way to all cars 
including cars turning out of 
Perversi Avenue. 

Steve Campbell 

Principal 





 

The Principal will determine if the excuse provided for an absence is reasonable for the purposes of the parent meeting their responsibilities under 
the Education and Training Reform Act 2006.  A Principal should use their discretion in making this decision.  The Principal or their nominee must 
record: 
 

• student attendance twice per day in primary schools and in every class in secondary schools for every student enrolled at the school 

• the excuse given for an absence and whether this is reasonable in accordance with the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 

• an absence as unexplained if no excuse has been given and change the attendance record once an excuse is provided or established 

• a student is present for a half day when the student has attended at least two hours of instruction. 
 

To meet duty of care responsibilities, the school attendance records should indicate whether the student was physically present in a classroom, or not 
present but attending a school-approved activity.  In the latter situation, the teacher or staff member in charge of the activity should record attendance 
and ensure parents are notified of any absences in the same manner as for regular absences from school.  All students enrolled in the school are 
required to have their attendance recorded, even if they only attend the school premises part time.  Attendance for the times the student is not 
expected to attend should be recorded so it does not count towards the absences for the school. 
 

The attendance of students at curriculum programs outside school premises will need to be recorded by the provider and reported back and recorded 
by the school.  Schools will manage absences in conjunction with the provider of re-engagement programs or approved education provider. 
 

The table below provides examples of common reasons for absences. 

School Attendance - Every Day Counts 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO PARENTS 

THE PRINCIPAL’S LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 Bereavement such as a 
death of a family member, 
attendance at a funeral. 



Look what’s happening at 
Diamond Creek East Primary School 

Enrichment Camp 
Monday 4 March - Wednesday 6 March, 2024 

 

All The Very 
Best of Fun 

on Camp 



Student News 
We love having the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of students at 

Diamond Creek East Primary School. 

SUMMER W - DC 
ROYAL CHILDRENS HOSPITAL 

FUNDRAISER 

 

We are pleased to advise that the date for the 2023 school photos has 
been set for: 
 

Tuesday 4 June, 2024 
 

Additional information will follow and bookings will be able to be made 
on the Compass Portal. 

Summer has been busily organising to raise money for the 
Royal Childrens Hospital. 

As you will see by the photos Summer has been working hard to 
make friendship bracelets and hair scrunchies in 

support of this important fundraiser. 
 

Summer will be available for sales at the following locations: 
 

Monday 18 March, 2024 at assembly from 8.45am (under the ARK) 
Wednesday 20 March, 2024 at 3.00pm (outside the General Office) 

and 
Lunchtimes on Monday 18 and Friday 22 March, 2024 

(outside the General Office) 
 

Prices will range from $3.00 - $5.00 
If you would like your child to purchase either a friendship bracelet 
or a hair scrunchie they will be able to purchase them at the above 
times.  At all times Summer will be supported by her family or staff 

when selling the bracelets. 
 

Thank you for your support and congratulations Summer on your initiative to 
support others. 



Rubbish Free Lunches and Nude Food Points 
are Back in 2024 

 

In an effort to increase our Sustainability practices at 
DCE we are continuing with our Rubbish Free Lunch and 
Nude Food House points. 
 
We are encouraging all students to bring a rubbish free 
lunchbox.  This means a lunch that contains no landfill 
rubbish.  Instead, it contains only Nude food and reusable 
containers.  Any student who brings a completely 
rubbish free lunch will earn points for their House each day. 
 
Students who do have landfill rubbish in their lunchboxes will be asked to take it home again.  Classroom bins 
will NOT be available for lunch rubbish and food packaging will not be allowed to be taken out into the yard 
(canteen rubbish is an exception). 
 
Green Waste Buckets will be in each classroom for the collection of any food waste.  These are then taken to a local 
farm and used in a large Worm Farm, a wonderful off-site addition to our Sustainability Program. 

 
Some suggestions and ideas on ways to bring a rubbish free lunch include: 
 Reusable plastic containers; 
 Beeswax wraps; 
 Reusable fabric bags (to replace snap lock bags). 
 
 
 

Please ensure all reusable containers, bags etc are well labelled with your child’s name. 
 
I would like to thank you for your support in our efforts to become a more sustainable school for the future. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Renee Turley 
Sustainability Co-ordinator 







 





Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Payment Arrangements for 2024 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO PARENTS 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) 

Every Victorian child should have access to the work of 
learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) will 
ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to 
join their classmates for important, educational fund 
activities. 
 
School camps provide children with inspiring 
experiences in the great outdoors, excursions 
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world 
works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and 
leadership.  All are part of a healthy curriculum. 
 
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the cost of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities.  This initiative is part of making Victoria 
the Education State and is the State Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes. 
 
Applications for the CSEF program will open from the 
commencement of term one, 2024, helping to ensure that 
all eligible students are able to participate in school trips 
and sporting activities. 
 

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card are 
eligible to apply.  A special consideration category also 
exists. 
 

CSEF Application forms will be sent home with 
the eldest child in the family today - Wednesday 
31 January, 2024 or you can collect your form 

from the General Office if you did not complete 
a form on or during the 2023 

school year. 
 
A payment of $150.00 for eligible primary school students 
and $250.00 for eligible secondary school students will be 
paid directly to the school to be used towards camps, sports 
and excursion costs for the benefit of the student. 
 

Important Dates: 
Monday 29 January, 2024 – CSEF eligibility date.  The 
CSEF web system will perform an automatic check on this 
date whether a parent’s concession card is valid. 
 
Thursday 29 February 2024 - CSEF payments to schools 
will commence from this date onwards.  Regular payment 
runs will occur throughout terms one and two. 
 

Please note:  If you have already filled 
out a “CSEF Application Form” during 

2023 your information will automatically 
be processed for CSEF Funding 2024. 
If your situation has changed please 

contact the General Office on 9438 1413 
 

For more information about the CSEF program, 
visit: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 

(CSEF): Policy | education.vic.gov.au  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
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